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mets, and quenching their thirst with the draught
thus providentially granted." Moreover, the memo-
rial of it is sculptured on the celebrated Antonine
column at Rome, where is a figure of Jupiter Pluvius
scattering lightning and rain, the enemy and their
horses tying prostrate, and the Romans, sword in
hand, rushing on them. A medal, too, is or was
extant, of the very year of the occurrence; with the
head of Antoninus crowned with laurel on one side,
and a figure of Mercury on the reverse.

122. The very fact of this event being recorded
with such formality on the column of Antoninus, is of
itself a sufficient proof of its importance ; but perhaps
the reader will be more impressed by the pagan Dio's
description of it, which runs as follows : " When the
Barbarians would not give them battle, in hopes of
their perishing by heat and thirst, since they had
so surrounded them that they had no possible means
of getting water, and when they were in the
utmost distress from sickness, wounds, sun, and thirst,
and could neither fight, nor retreat, but remained in
order of battle and at their posts in this parched con- ,
clition, suddenly clouds gathered, and a copious rain
lell, not without the mercy of God. And when it first
began to fall, the Romans, raising their mouths towards
heaven,.received it upon them ; next, turning up their
shields and helmets, they drank largely out of them,
and gave to their horses. And when the Barbarians